break it" recalling that in the days of Blucher a promise had had the
same value in Germany^ the present Reich Chancellor declared curtly:
''Things were different one hundred and twenty-five years ago' In
other words, in present-day Germany the pledged word no longer has the
same value.

In her periods of power Germany has never been chary of giving frank
expression to her views on the value of international agreements. But in
her periods of weakness she has been very careful to conceal those views^
while awaiting better times for herself. But very characteristic is
Stresemanrfs indignation with Bethmann-Hollweg^ when in ig2$ he
accused the former Chancellor of openly admitting that Germany had
violated Belgian neutrality in 1914^ instead of following the example of
Frederick the Great and throwing the responsibility on the Belgian
Government}- We do not know whether Hitler has ever read Strese-
mann's Memoirs, but his tactics have been in consonance with this
criticism made by the Chancellor and Minister for Foreign Affairs in
the Weimar Republic. Hitler always begins by publicly accusing the
State he is planning to attack of preparing aggression against Germany',
then hurls his air and land forces against zV, taking it by surprise.

This part of the German philosophy directly concerns other nations.
Let them remember it when Germany is once more ready to conclude
international agreements.

1 See pp. 83-5 (Bethmann-Hollweg) and pp. 338-9 (Stresemann).
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